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MUSCIPULA. 

'J  v. 

MOnticolam  Britonem ,  primus  vincula  Muri 

Finxit,  (tf  exiguum  cohibebat  car  ce  re  furem , 
Lethalefque  dolos  If  inextricabile  fatum, 
Mufa,  refer:  Tu,  Rbaebe potens  (< nam  te  quoque  quondam 
Muribus  infeftum  dixerunt  Sminthea  v  ai  es  ) 

Sis  pr&fens :  Cf  tot  Cambrorutn  montibus  unum 
ParnaJJum  excipiens ,  faveas  dum  pingere  ver  fu 
Res  tenues,  humilique  juvat  colludere  Mufa . 

Mus  inimicum  animal \  pradari  &  vivere  raptu 
Suetum  impune  diu  f polii  qua  innata  cupido 
Jujferat ,  erravit :  fee  Ierat  am  exercuit  artem 
Impune,  &  f  aliens  hinc  illinc  cunila  maligno 
Corrupit  dente,  ty  patina  male  Iu  fit  in  omni , 

IN  i  i  erat  intaUum,  fed  ubique  dome flic us  hojils 
Ajjiduus  conviva  aderat non  moenia  furtis 
Ob  dare,  aut  jrfe  poterant  defendere  velles 
Robuf  \tque  fores  :  qua  non  data  porta  peredit 
\[fe  fib  i  introitum 5  dapibufque  indui  fit  inemptis » 

Teftk 


THE 


MUSE  fing  the  Bril ifh  Mount  aneer,  who  told 
How  firft  the  hoftile  Moufe  in  Bonds  to  hold. 
Who  firft  the  fatal  Artifice  defign’d, 

And  in  a  Trap  the  little  Thief  confin’d. 

And  you,  oh  Phiebus,  great  Latona' s  Son, 

(For  you,  ’tis  faid,  have  been  with  Mice  o’er-run  ) 
Affift  my  Song,  and  whilft  my  humble  Mufe 
Delights  to  play,  and  lowly  Subje&s  chufe 
In  Verfe  to  paint,  be  favourably  kind, 

And  amongft  Cambrian  Mountaias  one  Parnaffvs  find. 

The  hoftile  Moufe  accuftomed  long  to  prey 
Wherever  Appetite  did  prompt,  would  ftray 
Unpunilh’d,  long  unpunifh’d,  did  He  lead 
His  wicked  Life  in  this  licentious  Trade  -, 

With  nimble  Speed  from  Place  to  Place  he  fled. 

And  without  Fear  in  every  Meal-Tub  fed  ; 

Nothing  for  his  deftfuftive  Teeth  could  reft, 

At  every  Banquet  a  moft  copftant  Gueft ; 

Strong  Walls  ne’er  could  him  from  his  Thefts  reftrain. 
And  bolted  Doors  were  interpos’d  in  vain  $ 

For  when  and  wherel'oe’er  he  pleas’d  to  ftray. 

By  eating  thro’  with  eafe  he  made  his  Way, 

And  on  unpurchas’d  Dainties  riots  every.  Day. 
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Tejlis  at  b<ec  totum  dumferpfit  inulta  per  orbem , 
Cambria  pracipue  flevit  ;  quia  Cafe  us  iihc 
Multus  olet ,  quem  Mats,  non  aque  ac  plurima ,  libat. 
Aut  levh er  t antum  arrodit ,  fed  deme  frequenti 
Excavat,  interiufque  domos  fibi  fcdpit  edules. 

Gens  tota  incenfa  eft  fuper  hk,  rabiefque  dolorque 
Dif cruciant  animos £  frendent,  juga  fumnta  pererrant. 
Stare  loco  ignorant  :  nam  Cambrk  prona  furori 
Corda  dedit  natura ,  Ef  atroci  pellor  a  bile 
Eervefeunt ;  credas  animos  quoque  fuJphure  tirMos. 

Ergo  jubente  ira  dignar  cum  f  anguine  poenas 
Sumere  decretum  eft,  fed  qua  ratione  latronem 
X  am  cautum  opprimerent,  quo  vindice  furta  repellam 
Incertum:  neque  felis  enim  tua,  Cantbre,  tueri 
Limina,  nec  miferk  poterat  fuccurrcre  rebus 
illa  quidem  varias  pofuit  circum  ora  caverna: 
infidior,  tacitoque  pede  ad  cava  limina  repens 
Excubias  egit,  fruftra-,  Mus  nempe  pufdlo 
Corpore  fee  unos,  tanto  Ef  praftant'ior  bofte 
Iftuo  minor,  intentum  prada  ft  forte  videret 
la mme  cuftodem,  retro  irruit,  inque  receffus 
2  erga  dedit  curvos,  atque  invia  felibus  antra. 
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But  while  the  World  this  general  Plague  did  bear 
Cambria  lamented  her  unequal  Share  ^ 

Drawn  thither  by  the  powerful  Scent  o tCbeefe 
Which  Mice  prefer  to  other  Rareties  ^ 

Who,  tho’  by  gentle  Paces  they  attack, 

Yet  frequent  Niblirigs  foon  an  Entrance  make 
To  th'  very  Bowels  of  a  Cheeje  they  fpeed. 

And  all  intrench'd  in  Eatables  lye  hid* 

At  this  the  Nation  kindles  into  Rage, 

Alternate  Paflions -fiercely  they  engage  ^ 

Defpair  and  Sorrow  now  aflume  their  Turn, 

And  now  with  an  impetuous  Fury  burn, 

Not  knowing  how  to  reft,  or  where, 

Gnafhing  their  Teeth  they  to  their  Hills  repair, 

“  And  with  fir ange  Outcries  rend  the  PaffiveAir . 

Such  Tempers  Nature  on  the  Welch  bellow'd 
Soon  fir'd  with  Paflion,  and  with  Gall  o'erflow’d, 
Which  in  their  Breafts  fuch  Ebullitions  make 
You’d  think  their  Souls  of  Sulphur  too  partake* 
Urg'd  thus  with  Indignation,  'tis  decreed 
For  dire  Revenge  *  the  hated  Foe  mull  bleed  : 

But  how  the  wary  Enemy  to  feize, 

And,  for  the  future,  fave  their  dear  beloved  Cheefe 
Excites  new  Troubles - 

Thy  Gzf,  oh  Taffy !  gives  thee  naRelief, 

Nor  faves  thy  Treafure  from  that  hungry  Thief  5 
Tho’  oft  indeed  in  Ambufcade  Ihe  lyes  3 

About  their  Holes  with  filent  Watch  Ihe  plies 
And  all  the  fubtii  Arts  of  Mifchief  tries, 

°Tis  all  in  vain,  the  little  Foe  fecure 
By  being  fmall,  can  jftrait  himfelf  immure, 

And  clofe  intrench’d  i nChee/e  defy  poor  Puff's  Pow5 
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Inde  caput  metuens  iterum  proferre ,  nec  aufus 
Excurfus  tent  are  novos ,  moveret 

llojlii :  &  omne  aberat  vigili  cum  fele  periclum. 

Cambria  Jic  olim  (  liceat  componere  Muri  ) 

Vittorem  elufit ,  cum  jam, ,  domito  orbe ,  Britannos 
Imperio  adjecit  Ce  far*  Sic  nempe  receffit 
Ad  iotebraj  gens  tota ,  £7*  inexpugnabile  vallum , 

Mentes.  $>V y^z  yi*£  medioque  ruinae 

Delituit  tuta. ,  defperans  vincere ,  v/Trii 

IN  cluit ^  hinc  prifcos  memorant  longo  ordine  patres 
Indomitafque  crepant  terras, >  linguaeque  JeneUam . 

Felinos  igitur  poJJquam  Mus  faepius  ungues 
Fugerat ,  £5^  Br itoni  fpes  non  erat  inde  f  alutis^ 

Concilium  accitur ,  fupremo  in  limine  terrae , 

Littus  ad  He fperium,  qua  nunc  Me nevia  plorat 
Curtatos  Mitrae  titulos ,  £5^  nomen  inane 
Semifepultae  urbis.  Properant  hinc  inde  frequentes 
F at ref que  procerefque  &  odorum  fu/pbure  vulgus . 

tl  '  c 

vs  •  »  ^  •  «S  '*  ■* 

Tum  f  emor,  cui  faepe  fuis  in  montibus  hircus 
Frohxam  invidit  barbam  $  cuique  ora  manufque 
Leda  incrujiavit  fcabies ,  jfc  gutture  rauco 
Praecipitans  balbas  voces :  non,  inquit ,  <?/><?/  to 
De  Bello 5  fed  hurt o  agitur  non  exterus  hojiAy 
At  majus  graviufj •,  malum 5  nimis  intimus  hofpes 
Compulit  huc  populum  $  dominabitur  ujque  Tyrannus 
Mus  petulans  ?  Vos  ergo  Patres  Ve  ner  abi! s  ordo, 

Queis 
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Tho’  then  he  dares  not  his  Recefs  fotfake, 

Nor  any  hoitile  Depredations  make 

’Till  Pufs  decamps,  and  Danger  difappears 

He  reaffumes  his  Courage  and  forgets  his  tears. 

So  Cambria  heretofore  T~ , 

With  the  lame  Cunning  from  the  Victor  tied. 

When  C<ejar  o’ re  the  World  his  Empire  lpreaJ, 

The  Terror  of  his  dreadful  Force  to  Ihun, 

Tull  I'o.  into  their  Clifts  and  Cares  they  run, 

Enclos’d  with  Rocks,  juft  to  they  lay  iecurc, 

And  manfully  withllood  the  Roman  Power. 

Hence  of  unconquer’d  Anctttofs  they  boait, 

Of  Language  and  a  Country  never  lolt. 

•  <  / 

But  fince  from  Pujss  Wiles  the  Thief  efcapes, 

And  dilappoints  thereby  the  Nations  hopes  •,  • 

A  Councel’s  call’d,  ith’  utmoft  borders  of  the  Lana, 
Where  good  St.  Taff  o’re  looks  th'  HeJ penan  Strand, 
Lamenting  the  half  mouldred  Pride  of  Wa/ei, 

And  his  loft  Mitre  with  regret  bewails.  _ 

Thither  the  Sulphur  Scented  Crowd  repair  _ 

With  Cheifs  aud  Fathers  on  this  grand  Attain 


A  Senior  then  whofe  mighty  Beard  had  bred 
Envv  in  every  Coat  that  on  his  Mountains  led  $ 

With  Hands  and  Face  by  loathiome  Itch  o’re-ran. 

From  his  hoarle  Throat  this  Stammering  Speech  began : 
’Tis  not,  my  Friends,  with  Foreign  Foes  to  treat, 

That  in  this  great  Affembly  now  we  meet 
Or  by  a  cautious  forelight  to  Prepare, 

Againft  the  Miichiefs  of  a  Foreign  War: 

Too  intimate  a  Gueft  has  been  the  caule, 

That  hither  this  prodigious  Concourie  ttravVs, 

How  long !  ftlall  a  Curl!  Moufe  irtvade  our  Peace,  . 
And  fearlcfs  of  Repulfe,  thus  Lord  it  o’re 
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Que  is  patria  pr  et  i of  a  fidus ,  finite  delores 
Confilio  noftros ,  &  fi /pes  ulla fuperfit. 

Propitias  adhibete  mantes  :  fic  Cadvoaladeri 
Dum  clarefcat  honos ,  vefira  hic  quoque  gloria  vivet. 

Dixit  j  &  ante  oculos  fragmenta  &  mucida  tollens 
Iruftula,  reliquias  muris ,  monumenta  rapina, , 
Exacua  Cdmbr°nm  iram  ,  ardot. 

Vindifla,  tum  laudis  amor fub  peSor e  Patrum 
Arfit,  inauditam  meditatur  quifque  ruinam 
Muri,  &  Mujcipulamfere  parturit  omne  cerebrum . 

At  quidem  ante  alios  notus  cognomine  Taflt 
Et  magis  ingenio  celebris,  cui  W allia  nunquam 
JEqualem  peperit,  faber  idem,  idemque  Senator 
Eximius,  fic  orfus  erat .  Si  gloria  gentis 
Cafeus  intereat ,  metuo  ne  tota  colonum 
Deficiat  aena  &  men fe  decus  omne  fecunda 
Divitibus  pereat :  quoniam  ergo  Wallica  virtus 
ht  feles  nequeant  j up  er  are  hac  monftrula\ fabri 
Dextera  quid pojfit,  quid  machina  parva,  dolufque 
Experiar:  doius  an  virtus  quis  in  hofis  requirit? 
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You  venerable  Bench  ol  Fathers  here. 

To  whom  the  Welfare  of  your  Country’s  dear. 

If  any  Help  our  Troubles  cm  relieve. 

If  any  Help  can  your  wife  Counfels  give, 

All  your  Alfiftance  at  this  Jun&ure  lend, 

And  to  our  fatal  Miferies  put  an  end  : 

So  while  the  Honour  of  Cadwallader 
To  every  true,  born  Cambro-Britaris  dear. 

Your  Glory  (hall  to  future  Times  appear. 

This  faid,  and  holding  up  before  their  Eyes 
The  mouldy  Fragments  of  an  eaten  Chee/e, 

The  horrid  Spoil  fo  much  enrag’d  the  Croud, 

Each  honeft  Heart  with  Indignation  glow’d. 

And  fwift  Deftruftion  on  the  Author  vow’d. 

Now  emulous  of  Praife,  the  Weljb  men  ftrive 
Some  yet  unheard  of  Mifchief  to  contrive, 

Some  quaint  Machine  muft  the  great  End  obtain : 

A  Moufe-Trap  is  conceiv’d,  almoft  in  every  Brain. 

But  one,  by  Name  of  Taff  diftinguifh’d  from  the  reft 
By  all,  the  greateft  Wit  in  Wales  confeft. 

Both  Smith  and  Senator,  th’  Affembly  thus  addreft : 

If  once  our  darling  Chee/e  be  loft,  we  know 
That  many  Supperlefs  to  Bed  muft  go  ; 

And  you,  great  Senators,  1  fear,  would  mifs 
The  grateful  Hogo’s  of  a  fecond  Dilb. 

Since  Britans  Valour  then,  or  Pufs’s  Wile, 

Cannot  the  fubtle  Enemy  beguile. 

Without  Delay  I’ll  to  my  Tools  betake. 

Try  what  the  Cunning  of  a  Smith  can  make , 

I’ll  try  what  Art  and  Stratagem  can  do. 

For  any  way  is  lawful  with  a  Foe. 
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Talia  jaUantcm  circumflant  undique  fixus 
Haerentes  occulis,  jperataqite  guadia  Leto 
Murmure  certatim  tejiantur  •,  ai  unde  falutem 
Promijjam  expellant  quaerunt,  a. -denique  doceri. 

Ille  caput  fc  a! pens  fin  am  mu  hum  j  capere  Cambrig 
Expedit  )  horrendum  f libri  jit ,  iff  ora  refolvens 
'Icilia  verba  refert :  cum  f  e  (jiis  membra  quieti 
Ile  jerna  jub  nolle  dedi ,  iff  Je per  altus  habebat 
Lumina ,  AI///  audax ,  j  e  hiatus  opinor  odores  . 

%uos  non  concoSies  flagranti  halavit  ab  ore  ' 

Cafer/s,  accejjit  furti m  ff  com  page  follitis 
faucibus  irrepfit  *,  j anique  ipj  a  in  vi  f  cera  lap  fur 
Ventris  opes  m  fer  as  jp pii  are ,  epuli/ que  paravit 
Luxuriare  meis ,  tacit oque  in  guture  pafci. 

Excujfus  fubito  f  'otnnls ,  fub  dente  latronem „ 

rejilire parat,  prenfi \  arreptumque  tenebam 
Mordaci  laqueo .  S/z'  career  e  Murem 

Tofe  capi  doffus,  cito  parva  ergaflula ,  mecum 
licec  medi  tans,  flatui  fabricare,  animoque  catenas 
Effinxi  tales ,  quas  fuggejferat  eris 

Captivus.  Mirum  0  !.  quali  regit  omnia  lege 
Dextra  arcana  Jovis  !  quam  cacis  pajfibus  errat 
C au  f  arum  feries  !  nobis  Alus  ipfe  falutem 
Invitus  dedit ,  iff  quos  attulit  ante  dolores 
Tollere  )an$  docuit :  neve  hunc  babuiffe  Alagijlrum 
Vos  pudeat  Patres  5  fees  eft  vel  ab  hojle  doceri. 

I  \  '  4  ‘  i  »  r  .* 

ubi  di ll a,  domum  repetit ,  qommitantur  euntem 
Plaudentes  populi,  atque  benigna  laboribus  optant 
Omnia.  Tum  celeri  jua  quifque  ad  limina  curfu 

A  uncius 
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This  laid,  the  gazing  Croud  around  him  prefs, 

And  their  Applaufe  with  loud  Huzza’s  exprefs  ; 

But  all  with  eager  Expectation  wait 
To  learn  from  whence  a  Bleffing  fhou’d  proceed  fo  great. 
Scratching  his  Head,  (by  Weljh-men  often  done, 

A  rare  Expedient  for  Invention  known) 

With  awkard  Snear  he  gap’d,  and  thus  went  on. 

No  longer  fince  laft  Night  with  Toil  opprefs’d» 

Soon  as  I  laid  my  weary  Limbs  to  reft,., 

A  daring  Moufe,  (as  near  as  I  can  guels, 

Led  thither  by  the  fragrant  Scent  of  Cheefey 
Which  indigefted  from  my  Mouth  exhal’d, 

And  the  fly  Mif creant  with  its  Steams  regal’d) 

Into  my  Moutn  did  creep,  hoping  to  meet 
With  a  rich  Banquet  in  that  clofe  Retreat  ^ 

But  waking  as  the  Moufe  his  Exit  fought, 

Between  my  Teeth  the  nimble  Thief  I  caught. 

InftruHed  thus,  my  Friends,  I  don’t  defpair 
forthwith  fome  cunning  Engine  to  prepare 
That  may  juft  fo  our  deadly  Foe  infnare. 

Oh  wondrous  ftrange !  — ■■ — 

That  mighty  Jove  fhould  thus  his  Care  heftow, 

And  rule  Events  which  do  from  fecond  Caufesflow. 
This  Moufe  unknown  has  our  Deliverance  wrought 
At  the  lame  time  He  our  DeftruHion  fought  : 

And  you,  molt  learned  «S/>x,  will  not  difdain 
Ev’n  from  a  Foe  Inftrudions  to  obtain. 

As  foon  as  T^/f  had  finifh’d  his  Harangue^ 

Th’  applauding  Populace  about  him  hang, 

And  to  his  Hpufe  with  noify  Clamours  lead, 

Wifhing  fome  great  Ev’ent  the  Omen  might  fucceed. 

Each 
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N uncius  it ,  Laribujque  refert  quee  munera  Taffi 
Ingenio  fperanda  forent :  dumque  ordine  narrant 
Omnia,  dumque  Deis ,  ut  tanta  incepta  fecundent a 
Vota  ferunt  3  monita  prafago  pellere  feles 
Vius  f olito  Infer  e,  0  fi  fas  credere  fama  ) 
manibus  matrum  father  e  coagula  Vallis, 

Interea  Taffi  tnanibufque  animoque  vicijfim 
Inflat  magno  operi ,  Cf  divina  Palladis  arte 
Mufcipulam  edificat  3  fit  machina  mira,  novaque 
Induitur  vultus  fpecie  tragi- comic  a  moles . 

age ,  fi  tibi  Mufa  vacat ,  f  pelt  acula  pandas 
Infant &  fabrica,  0  percurrens  Jingula,  totam 
Compagem  expedias >  Quadrati  lamina  ligni 
Summum  imumque  tegit :  filorum  ferreus  ordo 
Munit  utrimque  latus ,  parvi  [que  uti  fulta  columnis 
Stat  domus  :  introitus  patet  injidiofus ,  amicum 
Muribus  hofpitium  oflcntans ,  /hi  defuper  horret 
Janua,  perniciem  me  ditans,  tcnuique  ruina 
Sufpenfa  e  ft  filo  :  (  ufque  adeo  fua  flamina  pares 
Dicunt  Muri  etiam  0  pendent  fata  omnia  filo  ) 
Supremae  tabulae  media  de  parte  b  fiulco 
Vertice  flat  lignum  er  ellum,  cui  parvula  trabes 
Tranfverfim  pofita  inferitur,  full  eque  libratas 
Utrinque  extendit  palmas,  quarum  altera  quantum 
Deprimitur ,  tantum  annexam  levat  altera  portam . 
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Each  then  to  his  own  Home  with  fpeed  repairs 
And  to  his  Family  the  joyful  Meflage  beats  :  ’ 

All  tell  the  Wonders  they  from  Taff  expeft, 

And  pray  the  Gods  his  Labours  to  direft ; 

Even  Pufs  her  felf  at  the  Prefage  looks  gay. 

And  in  new  Pleafures  fports  the  Time  away. 

And  ( if  loud  Fame  may  be  believ’d  )  ?cis  ftid, 
That  as  the  Houfe  wife  at  the  Cheefe-Fat  flay’d. 
Under  her  Hands  the  Curd  was  feen  to  fwelf 
And  leaping  up  its  Infant- Joys  did  tell 

Taffy  mean  while  nor  Sleep  nor  Reft  enjoy’d. 
But  Head  and  Hands  at  the  great  Work  imploy’d. 
Until  by  the  divine  Minerva's  Aid 
He  had  with  wondrous  Skill  a  Moufe-Trap  made. 

But,  Mufe ,  go  on,  and  with  peculiar  Care 
The  new-born  Fabric):  to  defcribe  prepare  , 

With  the  firft  Traces  of  its  Form  begin. 

And  carefully  tell  o’er  the  whole  Machine. 

Firft,  two  fquare  Trenchers  o’er  each  other  laid 
At  equal  Diftance,  Top  and  Bottom  made  * 

Thefe  Rows  of  Iron  Wire  compafs’d  round 
Juft  as  a  Houfe  that  docs  on  Pillars  ftand  * 

Its  treacherous  Enterance  does  open  lye, 

And  boafts  a  friendly  Hofpitality  •, 

But  the  deftru£tive  Door  hangs  over  Head, 
Sufpending  Ruin  by  a  flender  Thread  * 

(  For  all  Events  the  Dejiinies  command, 

And  e  en  a  Moufe  s  Life  does  on  a  Thread  depend.) 
A  forked  Stick  on  th’  upper  Part  does  rift, 

On  which  another  lyes  in  equal  poize  *  * 

One  End  of  this  the  mare  you  do  deprefs. 

The  other  will  the  fatal  Wicket  raift. 

-  i 


From 
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Interiore  domo ,  per  teUi  exile  foramen 
Demiffum  pendet  ferrum ,  mobile  ludit 

Huc  illuc  facili  taSu  :  curvatur  in  hamum 
Infima  pars 5  efcamque  tenet ,  pars  altera  trabem 
Extremam  leviter  premit ,  at  dimittere  rurfust 
Non  dubitat  minimum  quamprimum  Jenferit  iftum* 


His  ita  difpofitis ,  pendentem  protinus  hamum 
Induit  infidi  is  T 'affi^  exitiofaque  Muri 
Ipfa  alimenta  fecit .  quo  fragrant ior  ejfet 

Cajeus ,  6^  Mures  invitet  longius  efcam 
fatalem  torret  flammis,  vimque  addit  odori . 

£r  /a»  /70*  memoranda  aderat ,  cum  fe/fa  cubili 
Membra  levans  Taffi,  juxta  pulvinar  amicant 
Mufcipulam  ftatuit ,  fidoque  fatelhte  tutus 
Indulfit  facili  fomno  :  gens  improba ,  Mures 
Interea  exiliunt  lati ,  ncttifque  Ji/entis 
Prafdio  confifi  etrant :  tum  narrihus  acet 
Mus  quidam ,  Dux  eximius 5  D/fj-  natus  iniquis 
Call r a  inimica  petit,  quo  grato  flamine  tofus 
Cafeus  allexit .  Venienti  prima  refijtunt 
Clathra ,  aditumque  negant ,  fed  turpem  ferre  rej 
Ille  indignatus ,  munimina  ferrea  circum 
Cur  Jit  at ,  6?  crifpat  nafum ,  introitumque  fagaci 
Explorat  barba  ,  jamque  irremeabile  limen 
Ingreffus,  votique  potens ,  triflem  arripit  efcam 
-  Exitiumque  vorat  latus,  potitur  que  ruina. 


The  Moufe-Trap.  i  j 

From  this  thro5  a  fmall  Hole  does  downward  pais 
A  fiender  Wire  moveable  and  loofe. 

The  lower  Part  of  which  turns  up  again, 

And  forms  a  Hook  which  does  the  Bait  fufiain  v 
The  upper  End  being  flightly  fatten'd  to 
The  tranfverfe  Beam,  with  Eafe  its  hold  lets  go,  '  > 
And  dropping  down  theDoor,  fecures  the  nibleingFoe,  j 

$ 

^  Things  order’d  thus,  Taffy  with  greateft  Care 
Does  on  the  pendent  Hook  his  Bait  prepare  * 

And  that  he  might  the  greater  Juttice  prove, 

Such  he  contriv'd  which  heft  the  Miriam  love : 

But  that  his  Cheefe  might  make  the  better  Treat, 

And  prove  by  its  ttrong  Scent  a  more  imicing  Bait, 

He  toafts  the  fragrant  Morfel  in  the  Flame, 

"Which  a  moft  lulhious  Difh  thereby  became. 

And  now  the  memorable  Night  drafts  on, 

When  T 'off  to  reft  his  weary  Limbs  lyes  down, 

His  Guardian  Trap  juft  by  his  Pillow  plac’d, 

Sleep’s  gentle  Cords  tye  down  his  Eyes  to  reft3 
When  foon  a  wicked  Band  of  Mice  appear, 

And  milling  to  the  Night  for  Spoil  prepare  : 

But  one,  a  famous  Leader  of  the  Field, 

Who  in  theNicenefs  of  his  Scent  excelfd, 

Pufh’d  on  by  his  own  Fate,  did  take  his  Way 
Where  the  well-fcented  Cheefe  in  AmbuOi  lay  i 
The  Iron  Grate  refills  his  firlt  Attack  *, 

But  fcorning  a  Repulfe  fo  foul  to  take, 

He  twirls  his  Nofe,  and  fagely  cocks  his  Chin, 

And  fcours  round  the  fortify’d  Machine  * 

"Till  he  at  lall  his  Willies  does  obtain, 

And  enters  never  to  return  again. 

With  hatly  Joy  he  feizes  on  his  Prey  ^ 

And  tho’  unknown,  does  with  his  Ruin  play. 


Rous’d 
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Taffi^  exaudito  flrepitUj  quem  pendula  porta 
Lapfa  dedit ,  cubito  erigitur 9  thalamoque  triumphans 
Exility  impatiens  difcendi  quis  novus  hofpes 
Venerat .  Interea  furit  intus  ridiculus  Mus , 

Et  (rente  pedibus  pugnat 9  jamque  intervallis 

Oathrorum  caput  impingit*  ferrumque  fatigat 
Dentibus  infanis.  Sic  ohm  in  retia  Marfus 
Alius  aper  fremit  horrendus 5  finuofaque  quaff  at 
Vincula ,  ludibrium  catulis  :  diffufa  per  arvos 
It  fpuma j  arreclaque  horrent  in  pellor  e  fet%. 

P  of  era  lux  oritur ,  decurrunt  montibus  altis 
Praecipites  Cambri ,  nam  c  unit  as  vinit  ad  aures 
Res  nova.  Shtippe  Afinus ,  f olit  a  gravitate  remijfa , 

E/  pigritia  oblitus ,  lafcivior  he  do 
Afcendit  montem  quo  rauco  gutture  Cambrum 
Praeconem  fimulans ,  di  flor  to  ore  rudebat , 

Ter  fonuit  te^  Taffi, ,  &  publica  dixit  amicis 
Gaudia e  Bubo  etiam  (  Cambrorum  dillus  ab  illo 
Tempore  Tegat  us  )  per  compita  ubique  per  urbes 
Tota  no  He  errans  >  rofrum  ferale  fenefris 
Stridulus  impegit \  cecinit  que  infantia  Muris 
funera .  Parturiunt  montes 5  atque  agmine  dcnfo 
Pembroclm  multis  ruit  incola  Ale  rvi  ni  aeque  ^ 

Quique  tenet  Bonium  §  Mariduni  moenia  vate. 

Inclyta. 


The  Moufe-Trap. 


Rous'd  from  bis  Slumber  by  the  falling  Door, 
Taffy  fprings  up,  and  leaps  upon  the  Floor 
Impatient  yet  to  learn  what  new-come  uueli 
Had  dar’d  already  to  difturb  his  Reft. 

Th’  in  angl'd  Moufe  foon  kindles  into  Rage, 
And  with  his  Claws  attacks  the  Iron  Cage  ; 
Now  with  his  Teeth  he  at  the  Wire  flies, 

Then  with  his  Head  between  the  Bars  he  tries. 


WtoBte.  i”!LFlfoilt  “oft'dSfX'd»®  «*» 

With  the  fame  Rage  he  Shakes  the  Toils  in  vain, 

Sport  of  the  Dogs,  and  Paftimeof  the  r  lain  •, 

His  brifls’d  Creft  does  a  ft  range  Horror  y  ield. 

And  chafing  throws  his  Foam  about  me  rie 

Soon  as  the  Sun  had  rais’d  his  Beamy  Head, 

And  o’er  the  Hills  his  riling  Luftre  Iprea*. , 

The  Cambrian’s  hurry  d  by  a  ftrange  Alarm 
In  noify  Tumults  from  their  Mountains  Iwarm  : 

An  Afs  iiis  wonted  Gravity  forgot 
And  climbs  a  Hill  as  nimble  as  a  Goaf, 

Thrice  his  diftorted  Chaps  he  there  ditplay  a. 

And  thrice  from  his  hoarfeThroat  like  a  WelJhCryer  bray  d. 
Three  Times  he  joy’d  his  happy  Neighbours  round, 

And  thlicecheecchoing  Hills  g.wjgf s fW  re ound. 
Tlie  Owl  too,  (call’d  fince  then  the  Weljh  Amhujjadot  ) 
As  Fields  and  Towns  that  Night  (he  rambl’d  o’er, 
Buffets  the  Windows  with  her  deadly  Wings, 

And  in  loud  Shrieks  th’ approaching  funeral  lings. 

The  Mountoins  Teem,  and  Crouds  of  Weljh  appear 
From  Bangor ,  Merioneth ,  ond  Pembrokeshire  •, 
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Inclyta  Merlino  ■,  veniunt  fecunda  Glamorgan 
^uos  alit,  &Vags  potor,  rigidufque  colonus 
G orner ici  montis.  Tum  circumflante  corona 
illudit  capto  Taffi ',  ir at  unique  lace fans, 
Nequicquam  luderis,  ait,  damnaberis  ars 
Viblima  prima  mes,  memorique  hsc  limina  tinges 
Sanguine  ;f pes  nulk  ejl,  retro  fugientibus  obftant 
Non  exoriandi  portes  ;  dabis,  improbe  pcenas 
eritis ,  vitamque  Jimul  cum  career  e linques, 

y  et.„j  c?  fit ^  cum  ludicra  felis  aprica 
Culmine  defdiit  teth,  quo  fspe  folebat 

Cruribus  extenfis  molli  languejcere  luxu  ■, 

AfplClt  captivus,  &  erigit  aures , 

Gibbcfoque  riget  tergo ,  „cc  limen  apertum  ’ 

Jdm  t6ntare  auiet‘  ^d  in  ipfo  canere  f olam 
Spem  libertatis  ponens,  fea  vincula  prenfat 

Unguibus  hamatis  pedibufque  tenacibus  hsret ; 
bxeutitur  tamen,  V  felis  rapid, ffime  prsds  ' 

afetufira  luSantem evadere fsvo 
Implicat  amplexu,  crudeliaque  ofculafrd. 


Nulla. 


The  Moufe-Trtip, 

From  Marietta  (  who  their  Wizard  Merlin  boaft  ) 
And  cold  Gomercian  Hills ,  all  ftiff  withFroft  • 

From  the  rich  Fields  of  great  Glamorgan  fome,  * 

And  others  from  the  Banks  of  Vaga  come. 

Soon  as  the  Croud  a  decent  Ring  had  made, 

Taffy  began  his  Pris’ner  to  upbraid,  ’ 

And  urging  his  fierce  Anger,  thus  he  faid  : 

In  vain  alas  for  Liberty  you  try, 

For  ’cis  relblv’d  this  Moment  you  (hall  die 
And  on  my  Altar  the  firft  Viffim  lye : 

As  a  Memorial  of  our  Country’s  Good, 
i  hefe  Doors  fha'l  be  fprinkled  with  thy  Blood. 

No  Glimpfe  of  Hope,  vile  Mijcreant,  now  remains 
Th’  inexorable  Bars  thy  Flight  reftrain;  ’ 

For  thy  vile  Deeds  thou  fhalt  Attonement  make, 

And  with  thy  Lite  thy  Prifon  too  forfake. 

Scarce  this  had  honeft  Taffy  fpoke,  but  foon 
i  *10m  the  Houfe-top  a  nimble  Cat  leaps  down. 

Where  with  extended  Limbs  fhe  often  lav. 

And  in  the  Sunfhine  bask’d  her  Time  away. 

The  Pris’ner  fees  her,  and  with  prick’d  up  Ears 
raiies  his  Back,  and  ftiffens  with  his  Fears ; 

He  dares  not  now  approach  the  open  Door’ 

Bur  thinks  his  dole  Confinement  moil  fecure- 
Strongly  he  does  the  friendly  Wires  imbrace,’ 

And  there  all  his  Hopes  of  Safety  place 

hold  ‘hey  ffiake  him  foon  away. 

Swiftly  the  watchful  Cat  flies  on  her  Prev  ' 

iir—  linJ1?r.Sr'P*n§  Claws  the  Foe  detains 
vVhile  ifrtving  to  elcape  he  itrives  in  vain. 

No  Kelts  allow  ’d,  Tufs  can’t  her  Joys  conceal, 
m,  oer  the  Conquer'd  pur's,  and  waves  her  Tail  • 

In 
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'Nulla  datur  requies ,  agili  Jinu amine  caua£ 
Gaudia  teftatur  petrix ,  c5"  flexile  corpus 
Tafcivo  verfans  faltu ,  mxlo  cot  pec  e  pi  ono 
Attente  invigilat  Aduri  modo  coha  benignis 
Unguiculis  leniter  peSans,  mentitur  amorem 
Dum  lacerare  parat :  vana  fle  arte  jocoflam 
Barbariem  exercet^  lepidaque  tyrannide  ludit » 

At  nugis  tandem  defeffa ,  nec  amplius  iram 
Diffimulans. ,  ^/7  dentes ,  £? 

Ixpafti  incumbit  pradee :  jam  pe  hior  e  ab  imo 
Murmurat ,  0/  tremulos  artus 5  0?  flparfla  cruore 
Viflcera  dilaniat .  Blebs  circumfufla  eruor  em 
Invi/um  aflpiciens ?  teTs  clamoribus  implent 
JEthera ,  clamor eflque  Echo ,  Lambo  ce  incola  ten  asy 
Lacta  raflert  *,  refonant  Bhnlmmonis  ardua  moles 
Et  Brechin  &  Snowdon  ^  vicina  ad  flidera  fertur 
Flaufus ,  0^  ingenti  ft  repit  Off  ce  fojpt  tumultu. 

Tu,  Taffl  alternum  vives ,  munera  Caniori 

Nunc  etiam  celebrant ,  quoti  eflque  revolvitur  annus 
Te  memorant :  patrium  gens  tota  tuetur  honcrem , 
Et  cingunt  viridi  redolentia  tempora  Ferro . 
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The  Moufe-Trap . 

In  gentle  Flexures  now  her  Body  bends, 

And  couchant  now  the  panting  Prey  attends ; 

Then  with  diffemhling  Paws  The  pawms  him  o’er, 

And  Frienfhip  feigns,  althoJ  refolved  to  devour : 

Thus  various  Methods  wantonly  (he  tries. 

Revels  in  Blood,  and  fports  in  Cruelties, 

But  tir'd  at  length  with  trifling  Time  away, 

Her  kindling  Anger  brooks  no  longer  flay. 

But  like  a  hungry  Lyon  clofes  with  her  Prey 
A  furly  Growl  the  dire  Refolve  portends, 

Without  Remorfe  his  reeking  Bowels  rends, 

And  mangled  Limbs  the  dreadful  Conflict  ends. 

No  fooner  did  the  long  expecting  Croud 
See  the  DifFufion  of  that  hated  Blood, 

But  joyful  Clamours  o'er  the  Mountains  rife, 

And  Peals  of  hideous  Shoutings  reach  the  Skies. 

Echo ,  ( who  keeps  in  Wales  her  ancient  Seat ) 
i  The  loud  Huzza's  from  Hill  to  Hill  repeats, 

To  diftant  Borders  bears  the  mighty  Sound, 

And  beats  the  joyful  Replications  round. 

Brechin ,  and  Snowdon ,  and  Fbinliminon 
Ring  with  Sound,  and  drive  it  further  on  ^ 

Even  Stars  are  reach'd  by  the  ft  upend  ious  Voice, 

And  Offas  Ditch  refounds  the  dreadful  Noife. 

Oh,  Taffy  / 

May  ever  be  thy  Works  fecure  to  Fame, 

And  Cambria  ever  celebrate  thy  Name. 

Oft  as  the  Sun  brings  round  the  circling  Year, 

May  they  remember  thee,  their  great  Deliverer: 

May  then  her  Sons  their  Country’s  Glory  fpeak, 

And  bind  their  fcented  Temples  with  a  verdant  Lceh 
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